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Garbage, turbines, dust

Cheryl Bowman
Multimedia reporter
ECA Review

The increase of garbage being
dumped along roads, a citizen’s con-
cern of wind projects and dust
abatement spraying on roadways were
discussed at the County of Paintearth
regular council meeting May 7.

Roads are increasingly becoming
dumping grounds, noted Bylaw Officer
Colm Fitzgerald, being particularly
evident north of the Coronation land-
fill site.

Fitzgerald highlighted a shift in
landfill traffic, citing its closure on
Saturdays due to decreased garbage
coming from Calgary.

Public Works Director Bryce Cooke
added to this, mentioning the Castor
landfill’s refusal of construction waste,
therefore making it necessary for
people to take construction material to
the Coronation landfill site.

Cooke also noted that Public Works
is finding more construction waste in
dumpsters.

Roadside garbage includes cement,
construction materials, remnants
from copper theft and mattresses.
Both officials expressed concern over
escalating dumping if left
unaddressed.

Council suggested further discus-
sion on how to proceed now that they
are aware of the problem.

Concern for wind project

Concerns about the Craig Lake wind
project were articulated in a letter sub-
mitted by resident Karen Duncan to
the council.

Duncan voiced concern regarding
the project’s adverse impacts on local
businesses and surrounding areas.

The letter also expressed dismay of
the wind farm being constructed so
close to Huber Dam and Cabin on the
Coulee and worried about the potential
influx of similar projects, fearing a
decline in local camping due to the
wind turbines.

Duncan urged the denial of the
Craig Lake project and any future ven-
tures in the County of Paintearth.

Council expressed their limited
jurisdiction over project locations,
stressing landowner consent of proj-
ects on private land.

“The farmer has already signed up
and we don’t even know they are
coming” noted Coun. Diane Elliott.

Councillor Shipton acknowledged
public frustration suggesting that
people may be getting in touch with
council as a last resort because “people
don’t know what else to do.”

“Areas of the province have specific
natural resources that lend to various
industries” Todd Pawsey Director of
Community services noted, refer-
encing provincial resource maps that
indicate the area’s suitability for wind
and solar energy projects.
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Elijah Shaw of Castor, Alta. found
a friend at the annual Brownfield
Rummage Sale Sat. May 11 at
the Brownfield Recreation Centre
and this dinosaur looks to have
found a new home. The ‘bag sale’
is a popular event. (See pg. 9)
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Nearby dam seeing ‘normal’ water levels

Stu Salkeld
Local Journalism Initiative reporter
ECA Review

Alix village council heard a report
that a nearby water storage facility is
seeing “normal” water levels as
drought warnings loom over Alberta.
The report was made at the May 1 reg-
ular meeting of council.

During regular committee reports
Coun. Tim Besuijen, also chair of the
Hwy. #12/21 Water Commission,
reported that the Dickson Dam,
located about 50km southwest of the
City of Red Deer, had information that
allayed some fears about a spring
drought in central Alberta.

“As part of the chair report I reached
out to the Dickson Dam operational
personnel for an update on status of
dam,” stated Besuijen in his committee
report to council.

He noted the dam personnel use this
information to address the outflow of
the dam over the year to maintain suf-
ficient water for downstream users.

The operators report stated, “At
present the reservoir is approximately
one metre below the average elevation
for this date. For some extra context on
this date in 2022 and 2023 the reservoir
was below average 2.4m and 3.9m
respectively.

“Our inflow today is calculated at
about 24.3cm and outflow 16.3cm.

Eleehill raises ta)%

Stu Salkeld
Local Journalism Initiative reporter
ECA Review

Kneehill councillors approved the
2024 tax rate bylaw at their regular
meeting on April 23.

In an interview with the ECA Review
May 7 Reeve Ken King confirmed
Kneehill County council approved tax
increases: residential property will see
a four per cent increase, farmland a
17.5 per cent increase and non-residen-
tial a 3.5 per cent increase.

Currently our reservoir is rising
slowly due to the local plain’s runoff.

“On a positive note our mountain
snowpack is doing well at the two snow
pillow stations we monitor for our
basin,” stated the report, which noted
the Limestone location was described
as “well above average” snow pack
while the Skoki location was described
as “average” snow pack.

Councillors accepted the report as
information.

Fifty year milestone

Councillors unanimously approved
the addition of a 50-year milestone to
the municipality’s policy that handles
such events. They read a memo pre-
pared by staff member Chelsie
Giesbrecht.

“The option of adding in a 50-year
milestone plaque and defining what
‘years of service’ meant for those who
applied and council directed adminis-
tration to update the policy and bring
to a future meeting for review,” stated
Giesbrecht’s report.

“The policy reflects the addition of
a 50-years service plaque for the
inside of a building and 100 years ser-
vice plaque for the outside of the
building.

The definition of ‘years of service’
means that no matter the location or
ownership of the service, the recogni-
tion plaques request can be submitted

The reeve noted original tax
increases were substantially smaller,
but Kneehill County had a problem:
when school requisition tax was calcu-
lated last year the provincial
government missed $156 million in
assessment.

Later, the provincial government
apparently found its mistake, cor-
rected it and took another roughly
$600,000 from Kneehill County, money
which the municipality wasn’t
expecting to lose.

as long as there was no disruption to
service.”

During discussion Chief
Administrative Officer (CAO) Michelle
White clarified it didn’t matter ifa
business, for example, existed for 50
years with different owners, it would
still qualify for the plaque as long as it
was in operation for 50 continuous
years.

The policy applies to businesses and
service clubs such as churches, soci-
eties, boards and organizations.

Staff also noted the village would
pay the tab for these plaques which
were estimated cost between $80 to
$100 all told.

Municipal census
Councillors were informed the
Village of Alix will conduct its own

census beginning May 7. The CAO
noted village staff will be conducting
the census.

It was noted the census will be short
and take a resident only about two
minutes and involves no paperwork.
Census data is important for the
municipality in applying for grants
and other programs.

Water leak

During his committee report Coun.
Besuijen also noted the Hwy. #12/21
Water Commission dealt with a recent
leak.

“Update on leak around Edberg...
coupling had let go,” stated Besuijen’s
report.

“This is the new construction and
was pressure tested prior to commis-
sioning, unsure of why [it] failed.”

-

the 2024 Tax Notices:

outstanding on January 1, 2025.

the publication of this Notice.

For further information contact:
Ms. Karen Fegan, CLGM, CT
Chief Administrative Officer

403-749-3606

Or email: karen.fegan@delburne.ca

VILLAGE OF DELBURNE
NOTICE OF PREPARATION AND MAILING
OF 2024 TAX NOTICES

Notice pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Government Act, Section 311
(1), being Chapter M26, RSA 2000 as amended, is hereby given with respect to

Tax Notices for the Village of Delburne were mailed May 14, 2024.
Taxes are due and payable without penalty by June 30, 2024.

A penalty of 15% will be added to any outstanding current taxes as of July
1, 2024. A further penalty of 10% will be levied on all taxes which remain

All taxed persons are deemed to have received their tax notices as a result of

Any assessed person(s) who has/have not received their 2024 Tax Notice(s)
should contact the municipal office during regular business hours for a copy.

Box 341, 2111 - 20 Street Delburne, AB TOM 0V0 =

~

Your Success is Our Success

NOTICE

countypaintearth.ca.

2024 PROPERTY TAX NOTICES
County of Paintearth No. 18

Deadline for Payment: June 30, 2024

Please be advised the 2024 Property Tax Notices have been mailed. The
deadline for payment is June 30, 2024. Balances owing after June 30, 2024
will be subject to a 5% penalty July 1, 2024 and a further 10% penalty applied
on all outstanding balances October 1, 2024.

Payment can be made by cheque, cash, debit or credit card (user fee applies) at
the County Administration Office located at #1 Crowfoot Crossing, Highway
12 and Twp Road 374, in person at the TD Canada Trust in Coronation, or
the ATB Financial branches located in Halkirk, Castor, or Coronation. Check
our website, www.countypaintearth.ca, for the list of financial institutions set
up to accept online payments. We also accept e-transfers through payments@

Michael Simpson, CAO

Uncoming Spadal Seciions

Crime Prevention..........May 30
Seniors Week ................June 13
Canada Day ...................June 27

Contact:

\WWant to
part'\c'\\oate?

Judy cell 403-740-2492 marketing@ECAreview.com
Cheryl 403-650-2644 news1@ECAreview.com

Notice of Election and

Requirements for Voter Identification

Local Authorities Election Act
(Sections 12, 35,46, 53)

LOCAL JURISDICTION: Village of Donalda, PROVINCE OF ALBERTA

Notice is hereby given that an election will be held for the filling of the following

offices: OFFICE(S)

NUMBER OF VACANCIES

Councillor

3

and address,

- Insurance policy or coverage card,

water),

Voting will take place on the 22 day of May, 2024, between the hours of 10:00
a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Voting station will be located at:
Donalda Community Hall
5101 Main Street
Donalda, AB.

In order to vote, you must produce identification for inspection. The
identification must be one or more of any of the following documents that
has the voter’s name and address on it:
- ID issued by a Canadian government (federal, provincial or local) or an
agency thereof that contains a photograph of the elector and their name

- Bank or credit card statement or personal cheque,
- Government cheque or cheque stub,
- Income or property tax assessment notice,

- Letter from a public curator, public guardian or public trustee,

- Pension plan statement of benefits, contribution or participation,

- Residential lease or mortgage statement,

- Statement of government benefits (employment insurance, old-age
security, social assistance, disability support or child tax benefit,

- Utility bill (telephone, public utilities commission, television, hydro, gas or

- Vehicle ownership, registration or insurance certificate,
- A letter or form (attestation), signed by an authorized representative,
confirming that the person lives at the stated address,
as required by section 53 of the Local Authorities Election Act.

DATED at the Village of Donalda, in the
Province of Alberta, this 25 day of April, 2024.

-~

// S

Kevin Bridges, Returning Officer
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Alert system for water
conservation approved

Stu Salkeld
Local Journalism Initiative reporter
ECA Review

Alix village council approved a
multi-stage alert system to let its resi-
dents and businesses know how much
water they should conserve. The reso-
lution was passed at the May 1 regular
meeting of council.

Village Chief Administrative Officer
(CAO) Michelle White presented coun-
cillors with a proposed system for
notifying the public about severe
drought conditions and to what extent
the public should conserve water if
necessary.

“The province has been actively dis-
cussing and taking action regarding
Alberta’s low water levels,” stated
White in her memo to council.

“Municipalities have received
numerous emails, workbooks and
information presentations on the sub-
ject. We are now being asked to start
taking steps toward conservation as
water license holders,” she added,
noting the letter from the Environment
ministry laying out certain
expectations.

White stated, in accordance with the
ministry’s letter, the Village of Alix
has made a request of the public to vol-
untarily reduce water consumption
along with a utility bill insert and a
colour-coded information sheet.

The information sheet would be cir-
culated to Alix residents and feature
four stages, limited water restriction,
partial water restriction, restriction
and complete water restriction.

“Once the information sheet has
been distributed, we should easily be
able to communicate what stage of
restriction the village is at by posting
the appropriate colour-coded posters
online and throughout the village,”
stated the CAO.

It also seems, noted the CAQ, the
Hwy. #12/21 Water Commission is cut-
ting members some slack by easing

water rules. Typically, member com-
munities must provide the commission
with a water estimate once a year and
use at least 90 per cent of that estimate;
if the community doesn’t hit the 90 per
cent threshold, they’re billed for it
anyway. White noted those rules are
being relaxed a bit during the drought.

The CAO also pointed out the village
is capable of tracking how much water
the community is using and can com-
pare that to past years.

“We will be comparing this informa-
tion to 2024 usage throughout May and
regularly posting the comparison so
residents are aware of our progress,”
she stated.

After perusing the letter Mayor Rob
Fehr noted the provincial govern-
ment’s suggestions were firmly
worded; he said it seemed to him the
province was suggesting if municipali-
ties don’t follow suggestions, the
provincial government will make it
mandatory.

Councillor Ed Cole asked whether
the water collected from a rain barrel,
for example, is part of water
restrictions.

The CAO stated no, since using rain
water doesn’t place strain on the
municipal water system.

Councillors discussed a topic that’s
been cropping up in other communi-
ty’s discussions, the issue of
well-meaning people reporting water
use they feel violates conservation
rules.

Coun. Janice Besuijen stated it
would be quite easy to prove someone’s
been using water from a rain barrel for
their yard work.

Councillors also discussed locations
Alix residents might be able to buy
rain barrels.

It was noted that in the past some
residents have diverted water out of
Alix Lake; the CAO noted this is illegal
anytime, not just in drought condi-
tions. White stated anyone taking
water from Alix Lake needs a license.

Coun. Tim Besuijen observed the
moisture situation isn’t as bad in cen-
tral Alberta as it is in southern
Alberta.

It was also noted municipalities and
most of the users within are not con-
sidered “large” water users by the
provincial government.

The CAO also confirmed she will
have the mayor and council notified of
any change to the drought alert stage.

Colleer Kiraloi
Biblical
Scholarship

AWARD

DESCRIPTION:
This scholarship fund is
a private fund setup in
memory of Colleen Kinakin
by her family. Colleen’s
passion was teaching and
mentoring children of all
ages in Biblical training.
This scholarship wishes to
acknowledge and recognize
the efforts of students from
Coronation and surrounding
area, pursuing studies at
Bible School, Bible camp,

ELIGIBILITY:

The award is open to
any student currently
enrolled in Biblical
training/ studies.

Local applicants and
those demonstrating a
financial need may be
given priority. For more
information or to obtain
an application package,
contact Barbie Berg at
barbieberg@icloud.com

Application acceptance

MG 30 minimal corrosive impact

Cont'd from Pg 1 summer maintenance ini- since 2015.
Pawsey made reference to  tiative, including gravelling Council discus-
Bonnyville Alberta’s oil and culvert replacement sions centered on
production as an example. progress was noted in the disseminating
Pawsey reiterated that Public Works report by information
council does not own the Bryce Cooke. about the safe use
land, that landowners have Alsonoted was that com-  of MG 30 possibly
the rights to their land and mencement of spraying MG  through newslet-
suggested that people get 30 was delayed due to rain- ters for public
involved with the Alberta fall, with approximately 14 awareness.
Utilities Commission (AUC)  miles left to cover.
process. Cooke noted that there
“I think clarification is have been concerns from
good,” added Coun. the public regarding MG

Vockeroth, surrounding
possible misconception that
council is the approving
body.

Councillors moved to
accept the correspondence
from Karen Duncan
regarding the Craig Lake
Wind project as information
and to prepare a public com-
munication on the role of
the county in relation to
renewable energy develop-
ments for publication on
approved county mediums
including local print publi-
cations and digital media.

MG 30 and vehicle rust
The progress of the

30’s potential to rust vehi-
cles. Cooke noted that it has
minimal corrosive impact
and that it “is less than
rainwater.”

According to The
Government of Alberta
website, MG 30 is a calcium
chloride and magnesium
hydroxide solution that
serves to mitigate dust,
reducing aggregate loss and
is especially effective in
soils with low clay content.

On their website for MG
30, Kortech Calcium
Services state that Alberta
Transportation has
endorsed MG 30 as a proven
dust abatement product

DVBS, etc.

Councillors accepted the water con- allyear round.

servation report as information.

Notice of By-Election Day
Local Authorities Election Act (Sec 35, 46, 53)(Form 6)

D@@(ﬁ/ LOCAL JURISDICTION: Village of Delia, PROVINCE OF ALBERTA

Notice is hereby given that an election will be held for the filling of the
following offices:

OFFICE
Councillor

VACANCIES
One

Election Date
Voting will take place on Monday, May 27, 2024, between the hours of 10:00
AM and 8:00 PM at the Village Office at 218 Main Street, Delia Alberta

Location (Address) of Local Jurisdiction
Village of Delia - Village Office

208 Main Street

Delia Alberta T0OJ OWO

Dated at the Village of Delia, in the Province of Alberta

on April 30, 2024 Lena Beninger, Returning Officer

Community Enhancement Fund of
Wagte Connectiong of Canada Inc. and
Paintearth Regional Waste Management Ltd.

GRANTING GUIDELINES FOR 2024 Q1

For the 2024 granting cycle the Community Enhancement Fund of Waste Connections
and PRWML anticipates awarding grants up to $30,000 and invites applications for
eligible projects from not for profit organizations, registered charities, and community
groups that provide services to the Paintearth Region. The intent of this community
fund is to distribute its grant funds to as many groups as possible. Larger amounts may
be considered depending upon expressed need and granting capacity. Projects should
contribute to the development of a healthy and diverse community. The charitable
purposes of this community are to:

* Foster and promote awareness and appreciation for community-based philanthropy;
* Promote the growth, development, and success of community endeavours

Electronic copies will be accepted until 11:59 p.m. on June Ist, hard copies must be
delivered to the County office by 4:30 p.m. on May 31st.

To receive the application form, granting guidelines and/or to submit the application
form, please contact the following:
Waste Connections/Paintearth Waste Community Fund
Attention: Michael Simpson, PO Box 509, Castor, AB TOC 0X0
bfigrant@countypaintearth.ca ® Phone: 403.882. 3211

Special Areas Board

2024 RATEPAYER MEETINGS

est. 1938

Share your thoughts on how we are doing - and what we should be doing next!
Advisory Council & Senior Administration members will be on hand to answer your questions,

SUBDIVISION (SD) LOCATION

SA2-SD7&8
SA4-SD |,2 &3

SA2-SD 3 &4
SA2-SD | &5
SA3-SD4,5&6

SA2 -SD 2

share updates on upcoming projects, and hear your feedback.

DATE/TIME ADVISORY COUNCIL
MAY 21 @ 1:30 PM | DARYL SWENSON, BRAD OSADCZUK

GORDON LONG, LAURIE FERENCE,
DOUG NOBLE

BRAD SLORSTAD, JUSTIN GRIFFITH
KEVIN BOSSERT, MARK BLAIR

BUFFALO HALL

CONSORT GEM
CENTRE

HARD GRASS HUB
HANNA LEGION HALL

MAY 23 @ 1:30 PM

MAY 24 @ 1:30 PM
MAY 31 @ 1:30 PM

CEREAL COMMUNITY . ERIKATESSIER, JOHN KIMBER,
CENTRE JUNE 6 @ 1:30 PM KEVIN WILSON
EZT_ESTEAD COULEE JUNE 12 @ 1:30 PM| NEAL ROES
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FORESTBURG COUNCIL
Council voices concerns over proposed Bill 20

Cheryl Bowman community involvement, “Not that it bylaws, remove council membersand  council” and “build your strategies
Multimedia Reporter would do any good but I think we the administrative burden. outside of the democratic process.”
ECA Review should be more involved.” “People are not going to want to run “Nothing is broken,” Fossen said, “ I

Alberta Municipalities (ABMUNIS)
submitted correspondence for council
review, outlining a preliminary anal-
ysis to Bill 20. The correspondence
discussion revolved around proposed
changes to the Municipal Government
Act and the Local Authorities Election
Act by Minister of Municipal Affairs
Ric Mclver.

Deputy Mayor Dwayne Giroux and
CAO Dwight Dibben raised concerns
over the implications of the proposed
bill, including the potential to repeal

for council anymore” Fossen stated.

Mayor Blaise Young emphasized
concerns regarding the transparency
of the decision making processes
under Bill 20, particularly regarding
the establishment of municipal polit-
ical parties as mentioned in the Bill for
the cities of Edmonton and Calgary in
the 2025 municipal elections.

“Council has certain regulations
that must be followed,” Mayor Young
pointed out, but “Under Bill 20 you can
have caucus meetings outside of

don’t think we need to make any
changes.”

The council also discussed Bill 21,
the Emergency Statutes Amendment
Act, 2024, expressing reservations
about the provincial government’s
increased authority to respond to
emergencies.

In response, Fossen emphasized the
importance of local autonomy, stating,
“Municipalities know their municipali-
ties best” and expressed reluctance of
granting additional power to the
government.

“It’s a control
thing and I think
we have to do
something,”
Fossen noted.

“We are a small
community and
chances are it
may not happen to
us but let’s not
take that chance”
voiced Fossen.

Deputy Mayor
Giroux echoed
Fossen’s senti-
ments and
emphasized the
collective respon-
sibility of “All of
us little people
speak(ing) up” to
advocate for com-
munity interests.

Significant concerns and opposition
were voiced at the Forestburg village
regular council meeting May 9,
regarding the Alberta Government’s
proposed Bill 20 - Municipal Affairs
Statutes Amendment Act, 2024.

During the session, Coun. Elaine
Fossen expressed her apprehension,
stating “I think that we should send a
letter to the government asking that
they rescind that bill.” Fossen high-
lighted the need for increased

'-. ..l- = - : "J:'h-:." .r_u_- ol " SR M Pl 1 gy 1% - e A .
Coronation School will be a busy place on Sat. May 25 as the Graduating Class of 2024 will celebrate. The ceremonies are by invitation only. From the left,
back row, standing: Austin Thomson, Micah Harris, Layton Huber, Nate Creasy and Hunter Pawlick. Second row, seated on two straw bales: Jesse Tkach, Eldon
Janke, Caleb Webber, Jordan Bartlett, Rome Bok and Westin Goldsmith. Third row, seated on one straw bale: Sydney Richardson, Hana Watson, Cloe Thomas,

Julie Richardson, Rylan Montgomery, Teegan Selzler, Layton Perry, Kayla MacGougan, Camryn Proctor, Ashlyn Heidecker and Dharma Cook. Seated in front on

the ground: Kylie Hewitt and Hailey Neal.

Council moved

ECA Review/KC Creating Photography to accept the cor-

—— STETTLER COUNTY COUNCIL ——
County seeks consultant’s

input on dearth of doctors

Stu Salkeld
Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

ECA Review

The County of Stettler
wants to bring in a doctor
recruitment specialist to
find out what this area is
doing, and perhaps more
importantly isn’t doing, to
attract new medical profes-
sionals. Councillors had a
frank discussion about
doctor recruitment at their
May 8 regular meeting.

Reeve Larry Clarke asked
that the subject of doctor
recruitment be discussed,
noting that a joint meeting
with the Town of Stettler
about the issue was can-
celled; apparently, a doctor
recruitment consultant
from eastern Canada was
involved with the meeting
but couldn’t attend.

Clarke stated he felt
doctor recruitment needs to
be discussed more openly
and more regularly because
it is a critical problem.

“This topic has just been
going on and on and on,”
said the reeve.

Clarke noted that the
county’s current $20,000
cash gift to new doctors who
stay in Stettler for a certain
amount of time may be too
modest; it’s been suggested
$100,000 might be more

appropriate.

In any event, Clarke noted
this consultant who was
unable to attend has insight
into doctor recruitment
practices that may help this
region, with the reeve
noting another meeting
should be scheduled with
this consultant and that key
stakeholders, who make this
meeting a priority, be
invited to attend.

The reeve stated fewer
doctors in the community,
such as Stettler is experi-
encing, results in issues like
more frequent STARS air
ambulance trips, including
for c-section child births.

The reeve further noted
he and many other people
are aware healthcare profes-
sionals just coming out of
university are saddled with
astronomical debts and
can’t be blamed for going
where they can earn the
most money.

Coun. Dave Grover noted
a doctor recently left Stettler
after receiving an offer of
about $380,000 elsewhere.

Councillors discussed
who should be invited to
listen to the consultant, with
the Town of Stettler, Board
of Trade and doctor recruit-
ment committee being
mentioned.

Coun. Justin Stevens sug-
gested the Stettler region
needs to set itself apart from

respondence as
information.

Almost |
17,000 sq ft
of Plants

Annuals, Perennials,
Bedding Plants,
Vegetables, Herbs,
Hanging Baskets

& Planters H
Ferry Point Greenhouse

18532 TWP 434 Camrose County (8 km east of Highway 56)

competing communities and identify
benefits to living and working here
that doctors can’t find elsewhere.

Coun. Grover chipped in that the
Stettler region is a great place to live
and that message needs to be delivered
to prospective doctors.

Coun. Les Stulberg observed that
whatever the Stettler region has been
doing to recruit doctors isn’t working

O ;

so something has to change. May 1-5 Starting May 6
Coun. James Nibourg suggested opeyn 9-5 M-F 9.7;g s&syg-s 780.781.5122
doctors be attracted by technology,
especially new, young doctors. “They
want to work with...the cool tools,”
said Nibourg. .
Councillors also agreed they should y Emem check us out online

have doctor recruitment as a regular
item on their meeting agendas and
hear regular updates on the topic.

The reeve reiterated that he felt the
Stettler hospital
is a community
hospital and all
community mem-
bers are needed
for the effort to
recruit doctors.

Councillors
passed a resolu-
tion to seek out
the doctor
recruitment con-
sultant and plan a
meeting to dis-
cuss the issue,
plus instructed
staff to provide
regular updates
on this topic.

L]
st www.ECAreview.com
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Buffalo Lake resident fears new gate
will funnel campers to White Sands

Danch i-\.".ll‘lq
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A property owner in the Summer Village of White Sands fears a new County of Stettler gate
placed over a busy road may negatively impact summer villages at Buffalo Lake.

Stu Salkeld
Local Journalism Initiative reporter
ECA Review

A property owner in the Summer
Village of White Sands fears a new
County of Stettler gate placed over a
busy road may negatively impact
summer villages at Buffalo Lake.

Andrew Bunting, a homeowner in
White Sands, stated new construction
on Bayview Street suggests a perma-
nent barricade or gate is being placed
by the County of Stettler over the road.

Bunting stated in an interview with
the ECA Review May 9, in which he
noted he speaks only for himselfas a
concerned resident of White Sands,
he’s seen two large metal posts with
concrete anchors on Bayview Street
and they appear to be posts for
mounting a gate.

Bunting noted in the past the County
of Stettler committed to leaving
Bayview Street open as it’s an impor-
tant firefighting and emergency
access.

Closing the road, stated Bunting,
creates a safety issue for summer vil-
lages although after seeing the new
posts bunting grudgingly accepted the
road was closing.

Contacted May 9 by the ECA Review
the County of Stettler confirmed a gate
is being placed over Bayview Street.

Manager of Municipal Services
Andrew Brysiuk confirmed the
municipality is installing a gate over
Bayview Street west of White Sands,
adding the road was built a few years
ago as a secondary access.

Brysiuk noted that the Land and
Property Rights Tribunal, when
hearing an appeal filed over BarW RV

ECA Review/Google Maps

Resort’s campground development
permit, ruled that, until an alternate
paved access is completed, a gate must
be placed on Bayview Street for traffic
control purposes.

Brysiuk stated the gate will be
clearly signed to inform the public,
including BarW RV Resort guests, they
are not permitted to pass through;
however, he added that the gate will
allow emergency service access.

Brysiuk also confirmed the original
proposal for the gate did mention
weekend closure only, but right now
the County of Stettler will keep the
gate closed seven days a week. Brysiuk
noted if road improvements are com-
pleted the gate hours may be tweaked.

Bunting observed the County of
Stettler built a good quality and pop-
ular paved walking path along
Bayview Street to keep pedestrians off
the road. However Bunting observed
that pedestrians still walk on Bayview
Street.

He also observed that by the May
long weekend the new BarW RV Ranch
campground is set to open on Buffalo
Lake’s south shore and it’s likely the
gate is a response to that development;
BarW RV Ranch is located on the same
property that the former Paradise
Shores development was proposed on,
with some of the same ownership.

Readers of the ECA Review know
that the Paradise Shores development
was controversial in the Buffalo Lake
community for it’s many hundreds of
lots that saw construction start before
the campground was fully approved;
Now, BarW was originally proposed at
about 160 lots but then doubled to its
current 314.

Bunting stated, as an interested

Many performers entertained the large numberofsemors atthe annual Seniors Supper at
the Coronation Community Centre on Wed. May 9, 2024.The students prepare and serve
the meal and provide entertainment. From the left, Keira and Hannah Kroeker along with
their music instructor Dan Kinakin entertained during the arrival of the seniors as well as

two performances later during the program.

ECA Review/J.Webster

resident of White Sands, he’s been
keeping an eye on discussions around
BarW RV Resort as he feels it will
affect not only White Sands, but also
Rochon Sands and the entire Buffalo
Lake community; he pointed out that
about six months ago the County of
Stettler suggested if a gate was placed
over Bayview Street it would be for
weekends only, with the street left
open during the week, an idea Bunting
stated he came to terms with.

However, Bunting noted that if the
gate is in place 24 hours a day, seven
days a week not only will the safety
hazard exist but campers at the new
BarW RV Resort will use other roads
and services, such as boat launches,
beaches and other amenities, resulting
in increased traffic in summer
villages.

He further stated that, in his
opinion, the campground shouldn’t

P

J

.......................................................

« Herbs
« Shrubs
« Planters

«Trees
« Seed Potatoes
« And More!

« Bedding Plants
« Hanging Baskets
« Perennials

Now Open!9-6Daily
www.pjsplantation.ca @ J|

S Plan tatlon’.
o RS

have been boosted in size to 314 lots as
the increased density, which Buffalo
Lake cannot support, also boosts
things like traffic and the trucking of
sewage.

“Development needs to be well
thought out, well planned and in the
best interest of the environment,” said
Bunting.

Bunting conceded, though, that he
feels BarW RV Resort will not shrink
in size but suspects it will expand
further.

BarW'’s website states the camp-
ground is opening on May long
weekend, 2024.

When the County of Stettler’s
Brysiuk was asked if BarW RV Resort
will open that weekend he responded
that the campground may not neces-
sarily open then because there are
conditions that must be met by the
owner before the campground opens.
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Voter ID restrictions
threat to ‘core democratic
values’: political scientist

Brett McKay
Local Journalist Initiative Reporter
St. Albert Gazette

Proposed voter ID restrictions will
not only stop many Albertans from
participating in local elections, but
taken in the context of other “demo-
cratically questionable moves in Bill 20
and Bill 18” it is a sign of growing
threats to “core democratic values” in
the province, says University of
Alberta political scientist Jared
Wesley.

Alberta’s election guidelines allow
voters who don’t have identification to
be vouched for by someone in the same
voting area who has approved ID and
signs a declaration stating they per-
sonally know the other voter and can
verify their eligibility and address.

Changes to the Local Authorities

or otherwise be less likely to have
voter ID, he said.

“They might look at this as not nec-
essarily a physical barrier to them
participating, but just another example
of how they’re not welcome in the
system.”

When the elimination of vouching as
a form of voter ID was first floated as
part of a Government of Alberta online
survey in November, political scien-
tists and advocates also expressed
concern that the unhoused would be
blocked from voting.

In 2014, the Harper government,
through then-Minister of State for
Democratic Reform Pierre Poilievre,
proposed removing vouching in fed-
eral elections. Canada’s chief electoral
officer said the move would impact
over 100,000 people, like seniors, stu-
dents, and mostly, Indigenous people

Election Act living on reserve,
(LAEA) intro- and the constitu-
duced in Bill 20 T h atc h an g €s tionality of the
g;;u;gg’gghlblt with Bill 20 in that the gﬁfﬁﬁg&f"“
Vmolllll(ﬁlcllr;)ilue}lec government has chosen Foars of
tion; except to to take a page out of the votfr frgu&i
verify an . unfounde:
address, such as MAGA Re p u b | ICan “Alberta’s gov-
cases where a . ernment is
driverslicense  Playbook to restrict the  removingthe
lists a post ability for people to
office box types Of people that can vouch for an elec-
homeaduress,  cast ballots in local only permitiing.
thWesley said elections. Vl()ll(tlhi}’lg g)é' an

e move is con- elector’s address.
cerning from a - JARED WESLEY We are doing this
democratic to ensure that

inclusiveness standpoint, because the
people who don’t have voter ID are
usually the most marginalized in our
community.

“For generations, there’s been a
spirit in Alberta political culture that
we want as many people and as many
different types of people voting in elec-
tions. That changes with Bill 20 in that
the government has chosen to take a
page out of the MAGA Republican
playbook to restrict the types of people
that can cast ballots in local elections,”
Wesley said.

Though there have been a number of
hotly contested ridings in recent elec-
tions where a few votes could sway the
outcome, the elimination of vouching
“comes down to the question of not the
number of people that are voting in
elections, but the type of people that we
want voting on elections,” he said.

“We know that these measures will
disadvantage a number of Indigenous
communities, and in particular Black
communities,” Wesley said. People
from these communities might not
have access to or need for a driver’s

Albertans have full confidence that
only eligible voters are casting a
ballot,” Heather Jenkins, press secre-
tary to the Minister of Municipal
Affairs, said in an e-mail.

Jenkins did not provide any exam-
ples of cases where someone had who
was ineligible to vote had fraudulently
cast a ballot in a municipal election
using vouching. Bill 20 also prohibits
the use of electronic vote counting
machines. Similarly, Minister of
Municipal Affairs Ric McIver said the
integrity of the machines themselves
has not been called into question, but
there are a number of Albertans who
don’t have faith in the tabulators, and
this belief may undermine trust in
election outcomes.

“The most important point is the
morning after the morning after an
election, when hopefully the smoke is
all cleared and all votes have been
counted. And the winners have been
announced that members of the public
believe that those that were called the
winners, were the winners legiti-
mately,” McIver said at a news event on
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Behaviour is not acceptable

Dear Editor,
Dictionary definition of con-serv-a-tive
/konasarvadiv/
adjective
1. averse to change or innovation
and holding traditional values.

Okay, what does that mean?

Does it mean that while I am sitting
in the waiting area of the Stettler
Clinic it is okay to pour your political
viewpoint on me and try to light me on
fire?

I'll back up and add context.

On Wednesday afternoon I attended
the clinic for an appointment. Iam a
63-year-old male and I am pretty easy-
going to the point I often smile and
engage people in small talk regardless
of whether or not I know them.

On this afternoon the sun had poked
out just before I arrived at the clinic
and it made my mood “cheery”. I
announced myself to the ladies at the
desk and sat down.

The only other person sitting in
there was a 60s-something “Lady” in a
very bright pink sweatshirt. I
remarked she looked radiant in her
brightness.

She smiled and said “I have a better
one at home. It’s a T-shirt with
F-Trudeau on it.”

I answered with “Oh ya” and feltI
had enough small talk. But I had of
course opened the door to let all her
views out.

She immediately felt the need to con-
tinue and spew out how Trudeau was
bad bad bad. She then told me how
Polievre had put him down in question
period by calling him a “Wacko” I

couldn’t help myself and replied,
“Real mature right?”

This provoked “OH, I think it was
funny and Pierre’s got my vote.”

I asked what Pierre has ever done.

have a radiant shirt but your person-
ality and politics will prevent me from
having any further conversation with
you.” I got called into the office.

So now back to the meaning of
conservative.

Averse to change — okay but Pierre
is nothing like any conservative leader
ever, so that doesn’t fit.

Holding traditional values — Since
when is it traditional to walk around
wearing an ‘F- Anyone’ shirt? Or talk
like that to someone you’ve never met.
Or want to fight with someone who
just told you that you looked radiant?

Is there a new meaning for
Conservative or is it more that, a
Conservative only wants to fight and
not talk politely to anyone?

Someone told me that is the way
political parties are now.

Isay that is the way Conservatives
are now. I have not seen NDP or
Liberals blocking roads, honking and
disrupting the peace, threatening
people or swearing at people wearing
safety gear (ie) masks.

I have been called an F-ing sheep for
wearing a mask in a store during
COVID-19. The woman who did this
had no idea that we had an at-risk
person living in our home, nor should
she. It was none of her business, just
like me wearing a mask was none of
her business.

I am a history buff and must say the
actions of this generation of conserva-
tives, in my opinion, are mirroring the
1930s Brown Shirt goons of Hitler’s
Germany. Anyone who does not agree
with this group will be bullied, threat-
ened and intimidated.

It has already happened that
weapons were brought to protests for
this purpose.

It is time to stand up to these bullies
and say that this behaviour is not

license, may not trust the state because April 25. She replied, “Trudeau won’tlethim  acceptable. Dan Paterson
of Canada’s colonial past and present, Turn to Solutions, Pg 7 do anything”. Ithen told her “You may Stettler, Alta.
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Change is never permanent

Dear Editor,

It is very exciting to see feedback
and participation in the industrial
changes to the County of Paintearth.
We now host four wind farms with one
maybe two more on the way. If we go
back to the revamp of our Land Use
Bylaws, the removal of protected areas
and the disregard for community,
family and the environment we get to
where we are today.

Yes, we will kill more wildlife and
endangered species per capita than
most anywhere on earth. More wind
farms, our new County. Take a flight
over your County, while you can. You
will be amazed at our new type of

Clarification

In the article titled, ‘Roundhouse
rehabilitation project receives
funding’, pg. 5, May 9, 2024 issue of the
ECA Review, the writer would like to
clarify information regarding the
funding.

Harvest Sky Economic Development
Corporation is the entity receiving the
$550,000 to invest in a Provincial
Historic Resource within the Harvest
Sky Economic Development Corp.
Region.

It just happens to be owned/oper-
ated by the Hanna Roundhouse
Society and supporters who have been
working so hard on this project are
very grateful to get this recognition.

Hanna Roundhouse Society
Hanna, Alta.

Solutions to problems that don’t exist

Contd from Pg 6

A Government of Alberta public
engagement survey on LAEA changes
conducted in late 2023. Results show 46
per cent of respondents did not support
removing vouching or attestation in
Alberta local elections, and eight per
cent said they had participated in
vouching themselves.

“Written responses indicated it was
seen as important to allow all
Albertans the ability to vote. All
written submissions indicated support
for maintaining the ability for an
elector to attest for another elector,”
the LAEA engagement summary
states.

Thirty per cent of respondents
agreed that vouching should be
removed, and felt it was necessary to
stop “election fraud.”

Politics of vengeance

“There’s no evidence that voter
fraud is a problem in Alberta, and
there’s no evidence that automated
voting machines are a problem either,”
Wesley said.

“This is a case of a small group of
people on the fringes of Alberta poli-
tics, having the ear of the premier and
coming up with solutions to problems
that don’t exist based on conspiracies
that they’ve read in far right corners
of the internet,” Wesley said.

In a post on the social media plat-
form Telegram on April 25, Take Back
Alberta head David Parker celebrated
the outlawing of vote counting
machines through Bill 20: “Since
Phase One, Take Back Alberta has
been calling for the end of electronic
tabulators in counting our votes.
Today, the UCP tabled legislation to
remove tabulators.”

Alberta Municipalities President
and Wetaskiwin Mayor Tyler Gandam
said during a press conference that
none of the 265 municipalities repre-
sented by ABmunis have reported
problems with vote tabulators, and
Edmonton Mayor Amarjeet Sohi has

farming. Wind farming as far as you
can see.

Developers are spending millions of
dollars to limit and remove aero-
dromes and prevent aerial spraying so
you can’t see the change.

Our own County has filed a docu-
ment to the Alberta Utilities
Commission (AUC) stating one regis-
tered federally-controlled aerodrome
isillegal and not County approved.
Our County has no jurisdiction over
federally-controlled aerodromes.

Our own councillor advised he has
about 30 turbines on his land and
cannot see a single one when he walks
out of his house. No problem with
wind turbines!

A former deputy reeve, a large host
participant in a new local wind farm
has filed documents with the AUC
advising neighbours rights, lifestyles
and hobbies cannot interfere with her
right as alandowner. The AUC has
supported this argument. In Alberta it
is alandowner’s right.

We now have eight empty farm sites
in our community with young families
moving away and soon to be retired
residents stating, ‘they will not remain
to live their lives out, under the docu-
mented negative health effects of wind
turbines’. It is their right to leave.

Our own County with the support of
your elected councillor has spent over
six hundred thousand tax dollars on
lawyers, fighting residents who
wanted nothing more than to protect
our environment, our water and com-
munities. Nobody said no, they just

said ‘let’s do it better’.
Yes, the ‘wind’ is changing.
Viewscape is discretionary and
holds a different meaning for everyone.
We have lost the majestic historic nat-
ural viewscape of the Battle River
Valley and Paintearth Coulee.
Replaced with majestic wind turbines
the size of the Calgary Tower.
Community also holds a different
importance for everyone. Our elected
County council and administrative
employees have chosen our future and
the permanent industrial infrastruc-
ture we now live with. Forever.
Take comfort in knowing, we live in
a democracy and are all responsible for
what has been created. While we
were sleeping. Nobody cares until it is
in their backyard.
Happy Spring. Happy seeding.
We still live in the greatest place on
earth.
Never give up. Raise your voice. Itis
your right to be heard.
Resident County of Paintearth,
Dwayne Felzien

155 Ontario municipalities
‘unwilling hosts’ for future wind
projects. Find it at Attps://london.
ctvnews.ca/155-ontario-municipalities-
unuwilling-hosts-for-future-wind-proj-
ects-1.68822261:~:text=There%20
are%20155%200ntario%20municipali-
ties, now%200r %20in%20the%20future.

Certified Seed
FOR SALE

Sadash VB - Soft White
ORE3542M — Oats

EST 1957

Alliance

SEED CLEANING ASSOCIATION LTD.
From Crops to Cows everything 